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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 04183 140950Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EB-07 ISO-OO OES-07 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 /044 W 

141013Z 060430/14 

R 1405 10Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8631 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS JIDDA 4183 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECON, BBSR, SENV, BEXP, SA 

SUB J : SAG INSTITUTES WATER PRICE CONTROLS AT JIDDA 

1 . DUE TO A DROUGHT SITUATION EXCEEDING NORMAL DRY SEASON WATER 
SCARCITY AND TO INCREASED DEMAND THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND WATER HAS FIXED THE PRICE OF WATER IN JIDDA AT SR 100 

FOR A 200 GALLON TANKLOAD. THIS AMOUNTS TO 14CENTS A 
GALLON (A PENNY HIGHER THAN PRICE OF REGULAR GASOLINE). 

THE MINISTRY ALSO FORBADE THE USE OF POTABLE WATER ON 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN JIDDA AND ITS NOTICE STATED 
THAT THE PRICE OF NON-POTABLE WATER CAN BE NEGOTIATED 
BUT IS NOT TO EXCEED SR 80 ($23.00) FOR 20000 ALT .ONS 
AND SR 150 FOR DOUBLE THAT VOLUME. WATER TANKERS 
CARRYING NON-POTABLE WATER MUST BE SO IDENTIFIED. 

2. COMMENT: DURING PAST TWO WEEKS THE PRICE OF POTABLE 
WATER SOARED TO SR 700 FOR 200 GALLONS, EQUIVALENT TO 
$1.00 A GALLON. IN ADDITION CONSTRUCTION USAGE TANKERS 
WERE FILLING UP AT A POTABLE WATER WELL ON THE MECCA 
ROAD. EMBASSY HAS PAID SR 400 FOR A 200 GALLON TANK 
LOAD. THE CITY OF JIDDA IS ON WATER RATION WITH 
SUPPLIES FORM WATER SYSTEM AVAILABLE ONLY ON ALTERNATE 
DAYS. THIS COULD CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER WELL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 JIDDA 04183 140950Z 

PAST RAMADAN WHICH ENDS SEPT 14, 1977. THE COMMERCIAL 
UNIT WOULD WELCOME LITERATURE ON SMALL DESALINATION 
UNITS SUCH AS PRODUCED BY CULLINAN CORP. AND OTHERS. 

HORAN 
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